
Austin Free Flight Association 2009 Membership Application  

Name:  _________________________________________________(ÒPilotÓ)     Birth Date:  ____/____/________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ___________________________________ State:  _______________ Zip:  ____________ 

Home Phone: (_____)  ______-__________          Mobile Phone: (_____)  ______-_________ 

Email: ____________________________________________   USHPA #: ___________    Expirati on.: _____/_____ 

Your Pilot Rating:  H- ____      P- ____  Skills:     __________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name: _____________________________________   Phone:  (_____) ______ - ____________ 
   

Dues & Fees:  Early Signup Fee 
(Before Jan. 1, 2009) 

Standard Fee Amount 
Due 

AFFA - Austin Free Flight Association (Required)  $20.00 / yr $20.00 / yr $20.00 
AFFTIG - AFFA Towing Interest Group $100.00 / yr $150.00 / yr  
AFFPack - AFFA Packsaddle Mountain Access $200.00 / yr $250.00 / yr  

Packsaddle Mountain Instructor (AFFPack Required)  NA $100.00 / yr  
AFFTIG Instructor (AFFTIG Required)  NA $25.00 / yr  
DPP Ð AFFA Distant Pilot Program 
Only fly on weekends, holidays, and up to 40 other days of pilotÕs choosing. 
Available to persons whose home address is greater than 125 miles vial straight 
line from Packsaddle Launch Location (coordinates of 30¡37' 03" N, 98¡29' 16"W 
(30.617500, -98.487778). 

$150 / yr $200 / yr  

Out of State Visiting Pilot Membership for Packsaddle Mountain NA $20.00 / Day  
Out of State Visiting Pilot Membership for Towing NA $10.00 / Day  
    Total Amount Due  

 
Notes on Prorating: Dues for AFFTIG, AFFPack, & DPP are prorated only for newly rated pilots and pilots new to area. 
Use Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 to prorate AAFTIG; use Packsaddle lease dates for AFFPack & DPP. (Prorating is determined by 
number of days remaining.) 
 
This Austin Free Flight Association Membership Application will not be considered valid until the application is 
accepted by an Austin Free Flight Association officer or instructor, all dues & fees payable are paid, and the 
accompanying ÒRelease, Waiver and Assumption of Risk AgreementÓ also has been executed and submitted.  
Further, Pilot agrees to abide by all Austin Free Flight Association bylaws and rules. In particular, there are 
special site rules pertaining to administered flying sites.  Pilot is responsible for understanding and abiding by 
all applicable rules and agrees to support their enforcement, as well as to report rule violations. Flying rules 
and all Austin Free Flight Association official documents are posted in the ÒFilesÓ area of AFFAÕs Yahoo Group:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AustinFreeFlight/   
 
_____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
PilotÕs Signature  Signature of PilotÕs Parent or Legal Guardian if Pilot under 18 years of age 

 
________/________/_________ ________/________/_________ 
Date   Date 

 
Mail to: Austin Free Flight Association, Inc., 3616 Far West Blvd, Ste 117-227, Austin, TX 78731 

AFFA use only: 
____________________________________     ________________        __________________ 
Payment received by  Date Received Amount Received 
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RELEASE, WAIVER AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT 
In consideration of the benefits to be derived from membership in Austin Free Flight Association (AFFA), (including, but not limited to, voting 
rights, pilot rating programs, flying site access, insurance, publications, educational materials, etc…), the undersigned pilot (Pilot) and the parent or 
legal guardian of Pilot if Pilot is a minor, for themselves, their personal representatives, heirs, executors, next of kin, spouses, minor children and 
assigns, do agree as follows:  
A. DEFINITIONS - The following definitions apply to terms used in this Agreement:  
 1. “PARTICIPATION IN THE SPORT” means launching (and/or assisting another in launching), flying (whether as pilot in command or otherwise) and/or 

landing (including, but not limited to, crashing) a hang glider or paraglider.  
 2. “SPORTS INJURIES” means personal injury, bodily injury, death, property damage and/or any other personal or financial injury sustained by Pilot as 

a result of Pilot’s PARTICIPATION IN THE SPORT and/or as a result of the administration of any AFFA programs. If Pilot is under 18 years of age, the term 
SPORTS INJURIES” means personal injury, bodily injury, death, property damage and/or any other personal or financial injury sustained by Pilot as 
well as personal injury, bodily injury, death, property damage and/or any other personal or financial injury sustained by Pilot’s parents or legal 
guardians, as a result of Pilot’s PARTICIPATION IN THE SPORT and/or as a result of the administration of any AFFA programs.  

 “ 3. “RELEASED PARTIES” means the following, including their owners, officers, directors, agents, spouses, employees, officials (elected or otherwise), 
members, independent contractors, sub-contractors, lessors and lessees:  

 a) Austin Free Flight Association (AFFA));  
 b) The United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association, a California Non-profit Corporation (USHPA); 
 c) Each of the hang gliding and/or paragliding organizations that are chapters of AFFA;  
 d) The United States Of America and each of the city(ies), town(s), county(ies), State(s) and/or other political subdivisions or governmental agencies 

within whose jurisdictions Pilot launches, flies and/or lands;  
 e) Each of the property owners on or over whose property Pilot may launch, fly and/or land;  
 f) All persons involved, in any manner, in the sports of hang gliding and/or paragliding at the site(s) where Pilot PARTICIPATES IN THE SPORT. "All 

persons involved" includes, but is not limited to, spectators, hang glider and/or paraglider pilots, powered ultralight pilots, assistants, drivers, instructors, 
observers, and owners of hang gliding and/or paragliding equipment; and  

 g) All other persons lawfully present at the site(s) during Pilot’s PARTICIPATION IN THE SPORT.  
B. I FOREVER RELEASE AND DISCHARGE the RELEASED PARTIES from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, or causes of action that I may hereafter have 
for SPORTS INJURIES, however caused, even if caused by the negligence (whether active or passive) of any of the RELEASED PARTIES, to the fullest extent 
allowed by law.  
C. I WILL NOT SUE OR MAKE A CLAIM against any of the RELEASED PARTIES for loss or damage on account of SPORTS INJURIES. If I violate this agreement 
by filing such a suit or making such a claim, I will pay all attorneys’ fees and costs of the RELEASED PARTIES.  
D. I AGREE THAT this AGREEMENT shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas. All disputes and matters whatsoever 
arising under, in connection with or incident to this Agreement shall be litigated, if at all, in and before a Court located in the State of Texas, U.S.A. to the exclusion of 
the Courts of any other State or Country.  
E. SEVERABILITY. If any part, article, paragraph, sentence or clause of this Agreement is not enforceable, the affected provision shall be curtailed and limited only 
to the extent necessary to bring it within the requirements of the law, and the remainder of the Agreement shall continue in full force and effect.  
F. CONSTRUCTION. This agreement shall apply to any and all SPORTS INJURES occurring at any time after the execution of this agreement. This agreement is in 
addition to and is not intended to replace any other agreements related to liability for SPORTS INJURIES that Pilot may have signed, either in the past or in the 
future. To the extent that there is any conflict between such agreements, Pilot intends to be subject to the agreement that provides the most expansive release of 
claims and assumption of risk allowed by law.  
G. I REPRESENT THAT Pilot is at least 18 years of age, or, that I am the parent or legal guardian of Pilot and am making this agreement on behalf of myself and 
Pilot. If I am the parent or legal guardian of Pilot, I AGREE TO INDEMNIFY AND REIMBURSE the RELEASED PARTIES for their defense and indemnity from any 
claim or liability in the event that Pilot suffers SPORTS INJURIES as a result of Pilot’s PARTICIPATION IN THE SPORT, even if caused in whole or in part by the 
negligence (whether active or passive) of any of the RELEASED PARTIES, to the fullest extent allowed by law.  

H. I VOLUNTARILY ASSUME ALL RISKS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN, OF SPORTS INJURIES, HOWEVER CAUSED, 
EVEN IF CAUSED IN WHOLE OR IN PART BY THE ACTION, INACTION, OR NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASED 
PARTIES, TO THE FULLEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW.  

 
I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE READ THIS AGREEMENT, FULLY UNDERSTAND THE POTENTIAL DANGERS OF ENGAGING IN HANG GLIDING AND/OR 
PARAGLIDING, AM FULLY AWARE OF THE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF SIGNING THIS AGREEMENT, AND THAT I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE THAT THIS 
DOCUMENT IS LEGALLY BINDING AND WILL PRECLUDE ME FROM RECOVERING MONETARY DAMAGES FROM THE ABOVE LISTED ENTITIES AND/OR 
INDIVIDUALS, WHETHER SPECIFICALLY NAMED OR NOT, FOR PERSONAL INJURY, BODILY INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE, WRONGFUL DEATH, OR ANY 
OTHER PERSONAL OR FINANCIAL INJURY SUSTAINED BY ME IN CONNECTION WITH HANG GLIDING/PARAGLIDING.  
 

WARNING: BY SIGNING, YOU ARE WAIVING SIGNIFICANT LEGAL RIGHTS. DO NOT SIGN WITHOUT READING! 
 

____________________________________________________ _____/____/______ _______________________________________ 
Pilot’s Signature       Date    Print Pilot’s Name  
____________________________________________________ _____/____/______ _______________________________________ 
Signature of Pilot’s Parent or Legal Guardian if Pilot under 18 years of age Date    Pilot’s USHPA Number 
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Rule Summary of  AFFA Administered Flying Sites  
 

AFFA Site  Rules:    
• All pilots FLYING at any AFFA site or using AFFA assets to launch must be members of AFFA. 
• All incidents and accidents must be reported to the safety officer within 15 days of occurrence. Failure to do so can result in 

suspension of your flying rights. 
•  

 
Packsaddle Mountain (AFFPack):  
These rules may be amended during the season for clarification or in order to meet landowner obligations, although reasonable efforts 
will be made to avoid material changes. 

• All pilots must possess a current USHPA rating of least H2/P2 to launch from the South side and a rating of at least H3/P3 to 
launch from the North side, or be under the direct supervision of a USHPA Instructor. 

• Pilots possessing a current USHPA rating of H1/P1 may fly under the supervision of a certified USHPA Instructor or Observer 
(certified in the type of aircraft being flown). 

• All pilots must possess a Foot Launch (FL) launch method sign-off for their respective aircraft. 
• All pilots must fly only with all appropriate safety gear, which shall include at a minimum a helmet and reserve parachute.  It is 

strongly recommended that pilots also fly with a cell phone and 2-way radio capable of transmitting and receiving on USHPA 
frequencies and emergency channels.   

• Pilots must never fly alone.  Non-pilots may provide the safety observation. 
• Front gate must remain closed and locked at all times except to admit a vehicle.   
• Member pilots will be issued an access key, membership identification card, vehicle identification card, and 2 guest passes.  

Pilot and guest(s) must be able to present their identification cards while on the premises.  There is a 2 guest maximum.  Keys 
and passes may not be duplicated.  Guests may only be on the premises in the presence of the member pilot.  Vehicle 
identification card must be placed in a visible location while vehicle is parked on the premises.  Lost or stolen keys and passes 
must be reported to AFF immediately.  Keys and passes may be discarded at the end of the season.   

• No guests may be allowed on the property unless they have a signed waiver on file with AFFA.  Signed waivers may be placed 
inside the waiver mailbox next to the LZ.  Pilot is responsible for the actions of his/her guests while they are on the premises. 

• No camping, no fires, and no littering. No trash (including cigarette butts) may be discarded on the property. CIGARETTES ON 
THE GROUND ARE A FIRE HAZZARD AND CAN EASILY CAUSE A WILDFIRE! 

• Packsaddle is open during daylight hours.  Refreshments in the LZ after sundown is fine, but pilots and guests need to be off 
the premises not too long after sunset.   

• No off-roading / 4-wheeling / ATVÕs.  No removal of firewood or other natural items from property.  Pets OK, but only on a 
leash. 

• Penalties may be assessed, including revocation of membership without refund, for the failure to follow any site rules.  Pilots 
also may be charged for any identification cards or access keys that are lost. 

 
Surface Towing (AFFTIG):  

• All pilots must possess a current USHPA rating of H2/P2 or higher, and a Surface Tow (ST) launch method sign-off for the 
type of aircraft to be towed. 

• Pilots possessing a current USHPA rating of H1/P1 may fly under the supervision of a USHPA Towing Administrator or ST-
rated Observer (certified in the corresponding type of aircraft). 

• All pilots must fly with all appropriate safety gear, which shall minimally include a hook knife, helmet and reserve parachute.  It 
is strongly recommended that pilots also fly with a cell phone and 2-way radio capable of transmitting on USHPA frequencies 
and emergency channels.   

• Pilots must never fly alone, for safety.  Non-pilots may provide the safety observation.  
• Only certified USHPA Tow Technicians may tow paragliders.   
• Pilots must observe protocols for obtaining flying permission and issuing NOTAMs at Hearne. 
• Penalties may be assessed, including revocation of membership without refund, for the failure to follow any of these rules.  

These rules may be amended during the season for clarification, although reasonable efforts will be made to avoid material 
changes.  

• Club sponsored events requiring the tow rig take precedence over individual use of the tow rig. 
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